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Accurate down to the smallest grain.
Radar for reliable levels in bulk solids applications

From simple to challenging: With radar technology that is highly robust, flexible and economical all at the 

same time, VEGA is putting things on track to ensure more reliable and efficient production processes 

involving bulk solids.

Due to our decades of experience we understand the requirements of the industry quite well. That’s why 

VEGAPULS level sensors are able to deliver exact measured values even when conditions get extreme 

because of dust, noise or buildup. And why they are also ideal for simple applications where efficiency, 

and economy in particular, are required.
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Editorial Comment

Silver lining should find mining 
investors soon

 s COVID-19 pandemic continue to 
 heap uncertainties over economies
 a silver lining is expected for all and 
sundry, as we wish the pandemic away.

On everyone’s lips is the phrase: ‘let it be a 
new dawn’, even the mining sector is hoping 
for better and bigger things to happen.

A
Andrew Maramwidze (Editor)

Moma Titanium Minerals in northern part of 
the country closed the fourth quarter of 2021 
with the highest titanium minerals and zircon 
production, despite the pandemic.

With such outstanding performance the com-
pany is obviously hoping for better results 
this year, something that will benefit both the 
company and its stakeholders from employ-
ees, communities and government, among 
others.

So juggling with more important goals being 
safety, production, sales and significant neg-
ative impacts of COVID-19 is now the new 
normal for companies, two years after the 
pandemic first broke on the local shores.

Companies should by now have adjusted to 
the new normal forced on businesses by the 
pandemic and slowly positive trends should 
start to emerge. The mining industry being 
one of the economic mainstay for the coun-
try, should also quickly find its way out of the 
woods.

Extreme target hitting recorded at Titanium 
Minerals is surely a positive signs that things 
are achievable under the new normal.
We hope to see more companies celebrating 
outstanding performances in this New Year, 
inspired by innovation and fight to win over 
COVID-19.

Our communities have been almost under 
siege, not receiving benefits from the natural 
resources due to the pandemic but all should 
be in the past, this year. Let us see more and 
more businesses thrive and prosper, defeat-
ing the pandemic.

Lets the economic growth reach the alarming 
levels and the mining sector should be one 
of the drivers.

Remember to share with us your letters, 
opinions and comments.

Enjoy the read!

Allied  
CrAne Hire

info@alliedcranehire.co.za+27 14 538 2244www.alliedcranehire.co.za

Lifting consultancy
Rigging

Transportation

Crane hire
24 Hour service - 7 days a week

Branches covering Sub-Saharan Africa
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News Briefs

Negligence leads to death of five artisanal miners

Five artisanal miners died and two others were injured in the 
collapse of a gold mine in Sussundenga district, in the central 
province of Manica. Afonso Muagara, head of the small-scale 
miners Association, said that negligence is behind the deadly 
incident.

“They descended into the mine while the soil was wet as a  
result of the recent rains that have been falling. This is strictly 
prohibited because the soil might collapse at any time. It is 
very sad because this accident should have been avoided. We 
regret the death of our colleagues,” Muagara said.

Silva Manuel, the Provincial Director of Mineral Resources and 
Energy, stated that the government had warned the miners 
about the risk of going into the mine, particularly during the 
rains.

“We told them to halt activities in that mine, as the soils are 
wet and loose after rain. The danger was imminent. Nonethe-
less, some miners ignored the risk and rushed for gold, ending 
in this tragedy,” Manuel said.

RioTinto, ASIC settlement on the cards

Rio Tinto and the Australian Securities and Investments Com-
mission (ASIC) are believed to be close to a settlement on 
claims that the miner was too slow to disclose problems on its 
$US3.7 billion Mozambique coal debacle.

The trial is to explore ASIC’s claim that Rio’s management in 
2012 engaged in misleading and deceptive conduct by mis-
representing the status of the Mozambique investment in mar-
ket disclosures made in early 2012. Rio chief executive Jakob 
Stausholm has spent his first year in the job trying to repair the 
company’s tarred reputation. 

Meanwhile documents filed to the Sydney Federal Court this 
week showed the seven-week trial had been vacated. The or-
der filed by Justice David Yates on February 9 instead asked 
Rio and ASIC to file “joint submissions on penalty”.

Rio and ASIC will now appear in court on February 28 for a 
single day, rather than seven weeks.

Savannah disinvest from Mozambique

Savannah Resources has declared plans to exit a consortium 
agreement in Mozambique with Rio Tinto PLC with immediate 
effect, and also exit its remaining assets in the country. Rio 

Tinto will now take full responsibility for the Mutamba heavy mineral sands 
project, it said. Savannah said the move will free up cash resources and 
management time to be redirected to its flagship Barroso lithium project in 
Portugal.

The company will also immediately start the divestment of its residual in-
terests in Mozambique, being primarily Matilda Minerals Lda and mining 
concession 9735C.

Telsa lured to Balama’s graphite 

American electric vehicle and clean energy company Tesla has made indica-
tions that it intends to buy battery materials from Syrah operators of Balama 
mine. The development comes at the company seeks source some key bat-
tery materials such as graphite from locations outside China.

Tesla has signed an agreement to acquire about 80 percent of the output 
from Syrah’s processing plant in Vidalia, Louisiana, starting in 2025. 

Syrah’s Louisiana plant sources its graphite from the company’s Balama 
mine. Though the value of the deal has not been shared, an agreement has 
been signed. Analyst at Benchmark Mineral Intelligence have indicated that 
Tesla’s utilization of graphite from Syrah’s Balama mine could also help the 
company avoid some sensitive issues, as environmental concerns have 
been brought up about some of China’s mines. 

Meanwhile Tesla is hard at work ramping and refining the production of 4680 
cells at its Kato Road facility, which has a capacity of 10 GWh when fully 
operational. 

TotalEnergies takes over BP retail network

UK company BP has entered into an agreement to divest its retail network, 
wholesale fuel business and logistics assets in Mozambique to TotalEner-
gies.

Acording to the company, the to-be-acquired assets involve a network of 26 
service stations and a significant customer base. Beside this, the acquisition 
involves BP’s 50 percent stake in Samcol.

Samcol is the logistics company, which operates the Matola, Beira and 
Nacala fuel-import terminals. It is a joint venture established by BP and To-
talEnergies. The terminals in Mozambique are the main components to cap-
ture the current and future sources of value in Mozambique and the nearby 
East African countries. The companies did not reveal any financial details 
about the agreement.

TotalEnergies is one of the leading players in the downstream petroleum 
products market in Mozambique, with a network of fuel stations, industrial 
and mining customers, lubricants, and logistics. 
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Cover Story

 enmare Resources, world’s largest producers of 
 mineral sands products has continued to record 
 exceptional performance.

With operations at Moma Titanium Minerals in northern 
part of the country, the company’s fourth quarter produc-
tion for 2021 indicates that the company had the highest 
titanium minerals and zircon production.

“2021 was a record year for Kenmare in terms of safety, 
production and sales. 

Ilmenite production increased 48 percent year-on-year, in 
line with guidance, while shipments were up 51 percent 
as demand for our products grew strongly,” said Michael 
Carvill, Kenmare Managing Director.

He said the results were achieved despite challenges ex-
perienced from COVID-19 in the first quarter.

Kenmare said the company’s main product, ilmenite, was 
within the guidance range for the year 2021, and produc-
tion of zircon and concentrates, despite the significant 
negative impacts of COVID-19 in the early parts of the 
year.

“This achievement is particularly significant as it was 
delivered while our team was managing the impact of 
COVID-19 and was as a direct result of strengthened 
leadership practices, hazard identification and risk as-
sessment,” said Carvill.

Carvill said the company received higher average prices 
for all products compared to 2020 and the outlook for 
2022 remains buoyant. 

“We were delighted to return almost US$100 million to 
shareholders during the year, through dividend payments 
and a share buy-back, and we continue to target a 25 
percent profit after tax total dividend payment in respect 
of 2021,” said Carvill.

Indications are that the global pigment production 
reached a record high in financial year 2021. 

“Major pigment producers operated at high utilisation 
rates seeking to meet growing demand, while pigment 
capacity in China continued to increase. Combined with 
the improving titanium metal market throughout the year, 
demand for ilmenite was well supported,” said Carvill.

Meanwhile production of all finished products this year 
is expected to be higher than last year, due primarily to 
higher tonnes mined, more than offsetting a lower antici-
pated grade of 4.2 percent. 

“Ilmenite production in financial year 2022 is expected to 
be between 1.125 million and 1.225 million tonnes,” said 
Carvill. 

Kenmare hits highest titanium, zircon targets

K
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Local News

Liebherr Mozambique Lda continues to ex-
tend its footprint  on the local mining sector 
through delivery. With over a decade oper-
ating in Mozambique, the company has so 
far placed three bigger mining excavators 
R9350 and R9250, five mobile cranes LTM 
1100, LTM 1250 and LTM 1160 at Mota-En-
gil - Tete, Vale Minas de Moatize – Tete and 
Graphite Mines Pemba.

“Our biggest customers in Mozambique 
are: Mota-Engil, Vale Minas de Moatize, 
Graphite Mines, Port of Maputo MPDC, 
GRUEST,” the company announced recent-
ly.

As part of efforts to meet the demands, Li-
ebherr Mozambique contains enough parts.
“We have supplied a large quantity and we 
are excited to get a larger volume for lat-
er use,” said the company, adding that the 
company does not offer any Liebherr cus-
tomized solution in Mozambique currently.

Propelled by its unique corporate culture, 
Liebherr believes the culture continues to 
provide a solid foundation for the compa-
ny’s success, hinged on being independent.

“It gives us autonomy that allows us to 
make decisions quickly and independently. 

As a family business, we strive for a high 
degree of freedom in all our decisions and 
actions. The basis for this is the financial 
independence achieved by solid business 
methods and retention of profits within the 
Group.”

In addition, the Group’s diversified policy 
helps it to become independent fluctuations 
in individual business sectors or markets. 
“Other element in this autonomy is our 
mastery of the main technologies in every 
detail.”

Liebherr’s target is to maintain consisten-
cy and reliability for many years, striving 
for close cooperation with customers and 
business partners, based on loyalty and fair 
play.

“Instead of being content with short life suc-
cess, we long for a long-term relationship.”
On products and services, Liebherr believes 
they should create genuine value-added 
and user benefits. 

“This has led to steady growth since 1949, 
when the first Liebherr Company was 
founded.”

Liebherr machines take over 
Mozambique mining sector

The Liebherr Mozambique office and ware-
house was opened in 2011 and is responsi-
ble for sales, distribution of spare parts and 
service of Liebherr machines for the mining 
industry. 

Authorities at Liebherr believe that being 
based within the country of operation, en-
ables the company to react far quicker to 
any service or parts supply demands as 
needed. 

The warehouse, run by Depot supervisor 
Nuno Franque is situated in Tete, Mozam-
bique and is ably assisted by an enthusias-
tic and highly competent team.

Whenever spare parts are ordered and de-
livered, the team is on hand to take on the 
responsibility of the distribution. In similar 
fashion, should any servicing or mainte-
nance be needed, the reaction time is far 

quicker than if a team had to be sent from 
South Africa.  In some cases, the assis-
tance of technicians from South-Africa are 
required. Currently most of the operations 
are being undertaken in the Rovuma basin, 
Mozambique has undertaken a huge gas 
pipeline development in Palma and Pemba.

On another note, amid a worldwide crisis 
and looming recession in South Africa, Li-
ebherr Africa’s Crawler Crane division de-
livered four new heavy-duty cycle crawl-
er cranes into Mozambique. Keller-Africa 
(also known as Franki Geotechnical) has 
been awarded the contract for geotechnical 
works on the LNG project in Afungi. 

In turn, LAF was awarded the contract to 
supply the crawler cranes to Keller-Africa. 
Due to the pandemic, no official handover 
has taken place.
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Local News

 he insurgency in Cabo Delgado 
 province has been described as 
 a classic case of resource curse, 
though government is making frantic ef-
forts to address the uprising in order to 
get liquid natural gas (LNG) companies to 
return to the area.

Senior researcher and project leader for 
Southern Africa at the Institute for Securi-
ty Studies (ISS), Liesl Louw-Vaudran said 
there are many who believe Mozambique 
is affected by the resource curse. 

This is where a country underperforms 
economically in spite of being home to 
valuable natural resources, and is vulner-
able to violence and instability as well as 
corruption.

Louw-Vaudran does not see clear evi-
dence of Al Sunnah wa Jama’ah (ASWJ) 
insurgents trying to occupy LNG sites or 
get control of natural gas resources. 

She believes the insurgents are motivated 
by a sense of injustice resulting from poor 
governance, neglect, and displacement 
due to mining – many residents of Cabo 
Delgado have been pushed off the land to 
make way for ruby mines. Economic mar-

Addressing root causes not a quick fix to Cabo 
Delgado insurgency

T ginalisation, poor governance, and greed 
are the main grievances the insurgents 
have.

Louw-Vaudran does not discount the role 
of LNG in the insurgency, but believes 
its main impact has been intensifying in-
equality in Mozambique, raising tensions 
and being used as a tool to promote and 
aggravate a sense of injustice amongst 
the population, which plays into the insur-
gents’ narrative.

“I think there is political will to resolve 
the crisis so there is security so that LNG 
companies can return to Cabo Delgado,” 
Louw-Vaudran said. 

“This gives us some indication why the 
Southern African Development Commu-
nity (SADC) deployment was accepted. 
Urgent solutions were needed to secure 
the Afungi Peninsula.”

Total, amongst other foreign companies, 
have major investments in Cabo Delgado. 
TotalEnergies, a subsidiary of Total, alone 
has a roughly R308 billion LNG project 
investment off the coast of northern Mo-
zambique. 

Louw-Vaudran believes that as huge in-
vestments have already been made, it is 
hard for companies like Total to withdraw 
– the LNG industry is also a huge boost 
for Mozambique.

“There are lots of strong rumours that 
Mozambican President Felipe Nyusi was 
pressured by Total into accepting the 
intervention by Rwandan forces,” said 
Louw-Vaudran, adding that the French 
government denies giving any funding to 
the Rwandan forces.

“We still do not know exactly who is fund-
ing this [Rwandan deployment] and what 
is the payback for Rwanda. We know there 
are some economic links and agreements 
that have been signed between Rwanda 
and Mozambique but this is the big prob-
lem, the agreements are not transparent,” 
said Louw-Vaudran.

Louw-Vaudran believes the long-term 
solution is for the Mozambican military 
to secure Cabo Delgado and then for the 
government to create employment and 
counter violent extremism. Addressing 
the root causes will not be a quick fix, 
however.
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 he Kimberley Process Management Unit’s (UGPK) 
 latest report has indicated that the country’s gold 
 production reached a record of 800 kilos last year.

“The production for the year 2021 had been planned for 
around 550 kilos, but so far we are above 800 kilos,” read 
part of the report, adding that in 2020 the country pro-
duced 545 kilos of gold.

According to the report, restrictions introduced in the con-
text of the global pandemic of COVID-19, reduce produc-
tion that could have been higher.

“The analysis of last year’s production is not over, as there 
is a lack of data from the provinces of Manica, Zambezia 
and Tete, all in central Mozambique,” read the document.

The UGPK says that the year 2021 was marked by the 
creation of mobile technical monitoring brigades that have 
been tracking the activities of companies in the sector, and 
teams will also be formed to monitor and record the pro-
duction of gold in the artisanal mining sites.

The UGPK wants to persuade artisanal miners to sell their 
products to marketing license holders in order to ensure 
taxation and increase the state tax revenue from the pro-
duction of mineral resources, the report says.

Gold production 
increase significantly 
in 2021
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Local News

 eavy Minerals has announced a 59 percent increase
 to the inferred mineral resource at its Inhambane
 heavy mineral sands project.

New estimate sits at 90 million tonnes at three percent total 
heavy minerals (THM) and takes into account an additional 
30.3 square kilometres of prospective tenure secured by the 
company adjacent to the 4.4 billion tonne Jangamo owned by 
Rio Tinto.

The company plans to conduct metallurgical testing of stored 
samples from that program with a view to supplying sufficient 
material quantities to conduct scoping study test-work and de-
velop a process flow-sheet for expected mineral products.

Heavy Minerals said the increase in resource pricing justified a 
reduction in the resource cut-off grade used for reporting the 
Inhambane estimate, from a historical 2% THM to 1.7% THM.

Meanwhile Heavy Minerals’ mining application has been 
amended to include the new ground which was previously ced-
ed when the company transitioned an exploration licence to a 
mining licence application.

The ceding complied with National Institute of Mines regula-
tions whereby application boundaries must be rounded to the 
nearest 10 seconds.

A subsequent application resulted in the mining licence being 
extended to the south and the west to include an area previ-
ously drilled by Heavy Minerals.

The updated resource estimate is contained within a relatively 
small portion of the mining license application.

New mineral resource 
estimate announced 
for Inhambane

H
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      nternational Monetary Fund’s (IMF) 
      latest country report has indicated 
      that economic growth is expected to 
rise further in 2022, reflecting a broader 
recovery of the non-LNG economy.

“In the longer term, non-LNG growth is 
projected at 4 percent (conservative rel-
ative to historical rates, potential linkages 
with the LNG sector and scope for diver-
sification). 

“Overall growth will rise sharply as LNG 
projects begin production, currently ex-
pected in 2023 and 2026,” said IMF staff 
team led by Alvaro Piris based on the 
preliminary findings of the recent country 
mission visit

IMF forecast indicates that the lon-
ger-term outlook is shaped by LNG pro-
duction, with downside risks.  

In addition IMF said agricultural perfor-
mance may be stronger than envisaged 
in 2022 considering expected favorable 
meteorological conditions, new waves of 
COVID infection could prompt confine-
ment measures, while firms’ (including 
state-owned enterprises’) balance sheets 
have been weakened by the crisis, reduc-
ing scope for investment, and potentially 
weakening banking sector asset quality 
over time. 

Non-LNG sector to spur economy 

I

“Vulnerability to natural disasters and the 
effects of climate change are a recurrent 
vulnerability, as is renewed deterioration 
of the security situation that could fur-
ther delay or stop the LNG projects,” said 
Piris.

He said based on current policies, prima-
ry fiscal balance (after grants) would be 
reached only in 2026, after LNG revenues 
become more significant. 

“Additional budgetary resources could be 
raised through reforms in tax policy—no-
tably VAT exemptions, with care to min-

imize the impact on the most vulnerable 
households—and revenue administration. 
“To rebalance expenditures towards prior-
ity areas—the security and humanitarian 
challenges, health, education, social and 
resilient infrastructure needs—savings on 
the public wage bill and continuing re-
forms in public financial management are 
needed,” said Piris.

Meanwhile IMF also predicts that over 
time, a more flexible exchange rate would 
play a role as a macroeconomic shock 
absorber—important in the context of 
large, prospective LNG income.

We are a Professional Engineering and Technical SHEQ 
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4 Continents and 24 Countries, located in Pretoria, South Africa
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Standards, as well as third party requirements.
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New Winds is an electrical and mechanical 
engineering company with 45 years experience
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South Africa, Mozambique and other parts in 
Africa.
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*  AC / DC Electrical motors (HV / LV)
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*  Generators (Standby Silent Diesel Type)
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*  Mini-Subs
*  Vibrators
*  Oil purifying (field services)
*  Etc.

for further information go to: 
www.newwindsgroup.co.za

General Enquiries
Email : newwinds@mweb.co.za 
Tel: +27 (0) 16 365 - 5231

 mpress Royalty Corp has increased its total 
 royalty on the Manica gold project in 
 Mozambique with a payment of US$1 million.

The Vancouver-based royalty and streaming company 
said it increased its royalty to 3.375 percent from 2.25 
percent, with the additional payment under the previously 
executed Royalty Purchase Agreement. 

The royalty is on gold sales from the Manica project oper-
ated by Mutapa Mining & Processing LDA (MMP), up to a 
total of 95,000 ounces of gold. 

“The Manica project is a great investment for Empress, 
we are excited to have increased the size of the royalty 
and look forward to receiving revenue from Manica in the 
second quarter of 2022,” said Empress Royalty President 
and Chief Executive Officer, Alexandra Woodyer Sherron.

“We believe Empress is positioned for rapid growth and 
increased shareholder value in the coming year.”

Empress said it has been advised by MMP that the Mani-
ca project development phase is nearing completion and 
is scheduled for commissioning in the second quarter of 
2022. 

Manica is located in the OdziMutare-Manica Greenstone 
Belt and comprises several deposits on Xtract Resources 
PLC ’s mining concession licence 3990C, which includes 
four deposits, being Fair Bride, Guy Fawkes, Boa Esper-
anza, and Dots Luck.

Empress Royalty is a new royalty and streaming creation 
firm focused on providing investors with a diversified 
portfolio of gold and silver investments. It currently has 17 
projects in its royalty portfolio.

Streaming creation firm increase gold royalty 
on Manica project 

E

Local News
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•  leading transportation solutions 
    from pit to plant to port;
•  development and construction 
    of open pit mining infrastructure;
•  selfsustainable mining camps;
•  plant hire & bulk material 
    handling;
•  project specific equipment & 
    vehicles;
•  trained & competent staff at your 
    service.

with more than 25 years in the
industry, we are masters in:

FOR YOUR MINING SERVICES NEEDS, 
TRANSPORTES LALGY IS YOUR PREFERRED 
SUPPLIER

Address: Rua da União Africana       Tel: +258 21 720482       
Fax: +258 21 720452 Nr. 4143 - Matola / Mozambique Email: erick@lalgy.co.mz      www.lalgy.co.mz

 otalEnergies has announced 
 intentions to resume work on its 
 natural gas project in the north-
ern province of Cabo Delgado this year.

The development comes following a 
meeting between President Filipe Nyusi 
and TotalEnergies Chairman and Chief 
Executive Officer Patrick Pouyanné.

 “My goal is for the project to restart in 
2022, but I am not alone. We are ready.”

Pouyanné signed an agreement with Mo-
zambican authorities to train 2,500 young 
people from Cabo Delgado, with a view to 

TotalEnergies to resume working on LNG 
project in Cabo Delgado

T creating job opportunities arising from the 
investments underway.

The violence in the north put a chokehold 
on Mozambique’s economy, disrupting oil 
and gas projects worth billions of dollars 
after international companies were target-
ed and forced to halt operations.

The French multinational project in Cabo 
Delgado suspended operations following 
an attack by insurgents in March 2021.

Analysts have indicated that the fresh 
enthusiasm could be signal for improv-
ing security. The company shut down the 

project last year over the ongoing insur-
gency in northern parts of Mozambique.
The French company has been in Mo-
zambique since 1991 and operates in the 
exploration, production, marketing and 
services sectors.

TotalEnergies Marketing Moҫambique SA 
is a major player in the downstream petro-
leum products market with a nationwide 
gas station network, industrial and mining 
customers, lubricants and logistics.

It is active in more than 130 countries and 
has more than 105,000 employees world-
wide.
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 he African Energy Week (AEW) is 
 this year slated for the 18th 
 – 21st of October 2022 in Cape 
Town, South Africa. According to the or-
ganisers, AEW 2022 will once again bring 
Africa’s energy leaders and global stake-
holders together for a week of intense di-
alogue on the African energy sector.

For this year’s edition, delegates and 
speakers can expect a strong line-up of 
panel discussions, investor forums, net-
working functions, and deal signing cere-
monies covering the entire African energy 
sector and value chain. 

Extending on narratives expressed at 
the 2021 edition of the conference, AEW 
2022 remains wholly focused on making 
energy poverty history by 2030. 

With over 600 million people still without 
access to electricity, the continent re-
quires immediate action if it is to realize its 
socioeconomic development objectives.

In pursuit of an electrified economy, AEW 

Africa’s premier energy event returns 
to Cape Town 

T 2022 will introduce critical topics that 
cover the entire energy value chain. Re-
garding the upstream sector, there will be 
a focus on exploration, licensing rounds, 
and remaining competition for investment 
in 2022 and beyond. 

With emerging frontier markets such as 
Somalia, Kenya, Namibia, Uganda and 
Côte d’Ivoire gaining increased attention 
from regional and international players, 
AEW 2022 will emphasize the potential 
and current opportunities across Africa’s 
emerging and mature upstream markets. 

On the midstream front, AEW 2022 will 
offer critical insight into new and existing 
projects – such as the $6 billion African 
Renaissance Pipeline Project and the pro-
posed 1,800km Tanzania-Uganda Natural 
Gas Pipeline Project – introducing lucra-
tive opportunities to investors. 

Finally, with the scaling up of refinery con-
struction underway across the continent, 
the conference is committed to increas-
ing investment and enhancing production 

across key African markets. 

“We expect a range of investments to 
be made and developments to take off 
that will drive the continent’s economic 
advancement,” said NJ Ayuk, Executive 
Chairman of the AEC.

He said during this year’s edition of AEW, 
an emphasis will be placed on finance, 
natural gas, electrification, hydrogen, up-
stream and a just transition.

From AEW 2022, we will be going to 
COP27 to meet with global leaders and 
discuss African energy – from Cape to 
Cairo,” Ayuk said.

Meanwhile, with energy representing a 
catalyst for sustainable economic prog-
ress, AEW 2022 aims to drive the conti-
nent into a new era of enhanced industry 
growth by providing the best platform 
for deals to be signed and relationships 
formed that will improve investment and 
development. 

Regional News
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A long distance relationship that works.

MDX, LSA, LCC and LCV - Heavy Duty Mining Pumps

Wear Resistant, High Performance 
- Global Quality Mining Pumps.

One team with one 
goal. 

SKF’s distributor delivers turnkey lubrication 
solution 
 KF South Africa’s Authorised 
 Distributor, Bolt & Engineering 
 Distributors (Group) (B.E.D.) 
Rustenburg supplied and fitted System 
24 to provide a seamless solution for a 
platinum mine that was facing lubrication 
problems on their agitators.

The mine, which is located in South Afri-
ca’s North-West Province, was looking for 
a reliable dual solution that would not only 
ensure that lubrication on their agitators 
is carried out correctly, but that it is also 
done on time. 

“Lubrication is fundamental to high 
equipment availability and subsequent 
plant uptime, but just as important as the 
lubrication itself, is the application of the 
right amount of lube at the right time,” 
said Eddie Martens, SKF Product Manag-
er - MaPro. 

S He adds that over-lubrication is both 
costly and wasteful while under-lubrica-
tion can result in equipment failure.

B.E.D. Rustenburg approached SKF to 
provide a quote for the supply of System 
24, including fitment of the units on to ag-
itators.” 

The solution also required the fabrication 
of specialised mounting brackets. Rec-
ognising the value of System 24 and the 
potential in realising significant savings 
from both a time and cost perspective, 
the mine customer accepted the quote. 

The mine has reported that B.E.D. has 
successfully resolved their lubrication is-
sues, so much so that they have request-
ed further quotes for similar lubrication 
solutions on other parts of the plant. 

“We anticipate that the customer will re-
quire further lubrication solutions as the 
mine continues to expand. Alongside 
strengthening our relationship with our 
Authorised Distributor, going forward, we 
are also now able to produce the special-
ised mounting brackets for other projects. 
Owing to B.E.D. Rustenburg’s outstand-
ing service, we have a very satisfied cus-
tomer,” said Martens.

Regional News
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 ongsberg Digital (KDI), a software solutions inventor for 
 oil & gas operators has signed a new extended 
 contract with Aker BP to further strengthen the opera-
tor’s digital solutions. 

According to the company, the agreement is to provide an en-
terprise-scale solution for real time data aggregation and visu-
alization, helping Aker BP to improve performance, safety and 
optimize operations.

“We are happy to further strengthen our collaboration with Aker 
BP through this extended agreement”, said Pedro Alcântara, 
SVP Digital Wells, Kongsberg Digital. 

“We appreciate that Aker BP continue to place their trust in the 
quality and performance that we offer with SiteCom”.

KDI, Aker BP extends alliance to accelerate 
data utilization  

K The SiteCom Enterprise Cloud is a centralized repository for re-
al-time and historical data from drilling and well operations with 
an advanced platform where subscribers get access to powerful 
‘plug and play’ applications. 

The new agreement is delivered as a Software as a Service 
(SaaS), allowing Aker BP to scale according to operational re-
quirements.

“It suits us to be the first company to take advantage of SiteCom 
Enterprise Cloud and the opportunities it enables. This will lib-
erate more data and is another step in the digital transformation 
of our industry – a transformation where we not only intended to 
be first, but also best”, said Tommy Sigmundstad, SVP Drilling 
& Wells, Aker BP.

The pump has a working pressure of 70~65 kgf/cm2, 
suction volume of 0.9~1/min and 1 000 pounds per 
square inch operating pressure for an optimal misting 
effect using the narrowest orifice nozzles. A dual 
bearing design lowers the pump’s heat and noise 
level to 75 dB, while an automatic pressure valve 
controls the consistency of the pump pressure. The 
pump also comprises a patented internal rinse 
cooling design to increase its operating life.  

Further, special Viton seals for use with sanitisers are 
also included, as is a nickel-plated forged brass mani-
fold that is rust and corrosion resistant. A dual 
analogue timer can be used to set exact intervals for 
misting and stopping, with Spray Safe also equipped 
with beam-activated entry and auto stop.

In these uncertain times, Advanced is taking a proactive approach in combatting the 
dreaded Covid-19 pandemic. Advanced is rising to the challenge to the point where they 
are focusing the company’s resources, engineering capability, supply chain management, 
R&D resources, financial ability and skills base to endeavor to assist their clients in bringing
 this pandemic under control and to protect staff and their families.

In this regard, they have developed a multipronged infectious disease control approach that they 
can now bring to the market. The first of which is their Advanced VITA HOCl Solution.  

The Advanced VITA hypochlorous acid (HOCL) sanitising solution is effective against SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes Covid-19.

VITA, which is completely safe for humans and the environment, comprises stabilised HOCL and is one of the most potent and 
cost-effective sanitisers on the market. Between 100 and 300 times more effective than bleach as a disinfectant, VITA oxidises the 
cell wall of pathogens, causing the cell wall to rupture or programming cell death.  It is effective in killing all pathogens, microbes, 
prions, biofilm and viruses, and has been approved by the US Environmental Protection Agency for use against SARS-CoV-2.

Even a 70% alcohol solution, as well as most other disinfectants, cannot kill bacterial spores or prions.

Biofilm is problematic in many industries, including hospitals, medicine, pharmaceutical, dentistry, food processing plants and 
water treatment, as a major source of recontamination. 

VITA is highly effective in killing and removing biofilm, which most sanitisers are largely ineffective against. VITA can be applied with 
fogging, misting, humidifying and spraying, depending on the application requirement. The product leaves no chemical residue and 
there is no need to rinse treated areas with water after the application. The product can be used as a spray in emergency decontami-
nation programmes or as a spray/mist in spray booths and tunnels. VITA can also be sprayed to decontaminate primary infection 
points on patients.

Because of the electrostatic nature of the application process, the droplets will be far-reaching and penetrate cracks and hard to 
reach places, providing for overall surface decontamination.

Advanced also supplies decontamination kits for the protection of employees, offices and assets. The kit includes a backpack-type 
harness, gravity-flow spray gun, five face shields, five reusable chemical protective white coveralls with hoods, 20 KN95 face 
masks, ten pairs of chemical protective gloves, a heavy-duty carry box, 100 of approved disinfectant (HOCL) and a disinfectant 
solution for use in a portable kit.

To sanitise mass entrance and exit points using a fine mist, Advanced offers the Spray Safe sanitising safety tunnel. This product 
includes SS 304 square tube frame with opaque polycarb sheet covers for the sides and roof, a plug-and-play pumping unit and an 
SS instrument HP mist manifold with six 0.2 mm 
sanitising mist nozzles. 

Tools to fight Covid-19 from Advanced

Office: +2782 870 0676
Email: westley@advancedfst.co.za
Website: www.advancedfst.co.za

Member of The Advanced Group of Companies
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The pump has a working pressure of 70~65 kgf/cm2, 
suction volume of 0.9~1/min and 1 000 pounds per 
square inch operating pressure for an optimal misting 
effect using the narrowest orifice nozzles. A dual 
bearing design lowers the pump’s heat and noise 
level to 75 dB, while an automatic pressure valve 
controls the consistency of the pump pressure. The 
pump also comprises a patented internal rinse 
cooling design to increase its operating life.  

Further, special Viton seals for use with sanitisers are 
also included, as is a nickel-plated forged brass mani-
fold that is rust and corrosion resistant. A dual 
analogue timer can be used to set exact intervals for 
misting and stopping, with Spray Safe also equipped 
with beam-activated entry and auto stop.

In these uncertain times, Advanced is taking a proactive approach in combatting the 
dreaded Covid-19 pandemic. Advanced is rising to the challenge to the point where they 
are focusing the company’s resources, engineering capability, supply chain management, 
R&D resources, financial ability and skills base to endeavor to assist their clients in bringing
 this pandemic under control and to protect staff and their families.

In this regard, they have developed a multipronged infectious disease control approach that they 
can now bring to the market. The first of which is their Advanced VITA HOCl Solution.  

The Advanced VITA hypochlorous acid (HOCL) sanitising solution is effective against SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes Covid-19.

VITA, which is completely safe for humans and the environment, comprises stabilised HOCL and is one of the most potent and 
cost-effective sanitisers on the market. Between 100 and 300 times more effective than bleach as a disinfectant, VITA oxidises the 
cell wall of pathogens, causing the cell wall to rupture or programming cell death.  It is effective in killing all pathogens, microbes, 
prions, biofilm and viruses, and has been approved by the US Environmental Protection Agency for use against SARS-CoV-2.

Even a 70% alcohol solution, as well as most other disinfectants, cannot kill bacterial spores or prions.

Biofilm is problematic in many industries, including hospitals, medicine, pharmaceutical, dentistry, food processing plants and 
water treatment, as a major source of recontamination. 

VITA is highly effective in killing and removing biofilm, which most sanitisers are largely ineffective against. VITA can be applied with 
fogging, misting, humidifying and spraying, depending on the application requirement. The product leaves no chemical residue and 
there is no need to rinse treated areas with water after the application. The product can be used as a spray in emergency decontami-
nation programmes or as a spray/mist in spray booths and tunnels. VITA can also be sprayed to decontaminate primary infection 
points on patients.

Because of the electrostatic nature of the application process, the droplets will be far-reaching and penetrate cracks and hard to 
reach places, providing for overall surface decontamination.

Advanced also supplies decontamination kits for the protection of employees, offices and assets. The kit includes a backpack-type 
harness, gravity-flow spray gun, five face shields, five reusable chemical protective white coveralls with hoods, 20 KN95 face 
masks, ten pairs of chemical protective gloves, a heavy-duty carry box, 100 of approved disinfectant (HOCL) and a disinfectant 
solution for use in a portable kit.

To sanitise mass entrance and exit points using a fine mist, Advanced offers the Spray Safe sanitising safety tunnel. This product 
includes SS 304 square tube frame with opaque polycarb sheet covers for the sides and roof, a plug-and-play pumping unit and an 
SS instrument HP mist manifold with six 0.2 mm 
sanitising mist nozzles. 

Tools to fight Covid-19 from Advanced

Office: +2782 870 0676
Email: westley@advancedfst.co.za
Website: www.advancedfst.co.za

Member of The Advanced Group of Companies
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 ohannesburg-listed logistics operator Grindod has 
 announced plans to triple capacity at its drybulk port
 terminals in Mozambique.

The development comes as part of the company’s intentions 
to cater for growing demand for coal exports from neighboring 
South Africa, the company recently revealed.

Authorities at Grindrod said capacity at the company’s whol-
ly-owned terminal at the Maputo port, the country’s biggest, will 
grow to 4.5 million tons annually by the end of June from 1.5 
million tons. 

On the other hand capacity at its 65 percent held Matola coal 
terminal will increase to 12 million tons yearly from the current 
7.3 million tons ‘in the short to medium term’, said Grindrod in a 

Grindrod’s capacity increased 
at Maputo, Matola ports

J statement to its stakeholders.

The company’s decision comes as demand for coal has surged 
with economies bouncing back from COVID-19, and South Af-
rican mining companies are searching for alternatives to export 
their goods due to snarl-ups at the nation’s own ports and rail-
ways, potentially costing billions of dollars in lost revenue.

However, Mozambique is not without its challenges. Trucks 
crossing the South African border to Mozambique at times can 
wait up to three days in queues of more than 15 kilometers long.

“Critical to both projects is unlocking road and rail bottlenecks 
along the corridor,” Grindrod said.
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 eadweight testers are accepted 
 as the most accurate method for 
 the calibration of electronic or 
mechanical pressure measuring devices. 

Instrotech is now offering the LR-Cal 
LDW series of deadweight testers, which 
are available in the ranges from 10 bar up 
to 1400 bar.

The direct measurement of pressure (ac-
cording to its definition as a quotient of 
force and area) ensures high accuracies 
and long term stability. 

These testers are used extensively in cali-
bration laboratories in industry, standards 
institutes and research facilities.

According to the company says LDW se-
ries are ideally suited to on-site use as 
well as for service and maintenance pur-
poses. The customized assembly allows 

Hydraulic deadweight tester now available

D set up of a complete, compact system 
consisting of a universal basement and 
the measuring systems (piston/cylinder 
units).

The high quality piston/cylinder units 
are manufactured from tungsten carbide 
which is known for its small temperature 
co-efficiency. Fast and uncomplicated 
changes of the measuring range are pos-
sible using a flat spanner.

In order to generate the individual test 
points, the piston/cylinder system is 
weighted with mass loads which are 
also calibrated and specially adapted to 
the required application. The basement 
is fitted with the corresponding system, 
depending on the measuring range of the 
device under test. 

The pressure is set via an integrated 
pump or, if an external pressure supply 

is available, via control valves (pneumatic 
models).

For fine adjustment, an adjustable vol-
ume with precision spindle is available. 
The weight applied is proportional to the 
desired pressure and provided by using 
optimally graduated weights. 

As soon as the measuring system reach-
es equilibrium, there is a balance of forc-
es between pressure and wheel weights. 
Due to the excellent quality of the system 
this pressure remains stable over sever-
al minutes, so that, for instance, adjust-
ments of the device under test can be 
carried out without any problems.

For users who require a digital pressure 
display for connection to the Deadweight 
Tester, Instrotech can supply the Keller 
Leo2 that offers accuracies of 0.1 percent. 

New Industry 
Trends & Technology
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      ith the world’s most 
      accessible mineral deposits
      already discovered and 
developed, extraction conditions are be-
coming progressively more difficult – mak-
ing rock engineering more demanding. In 
open pits, slopes are often required to be 
steeper, with increased production pres-
sures. As underground mines deepen, 
there is growing risk of mining-induced 
stresses and rock bursts. Orebodies also 
tend to be geologically more disturbed, 
making them harder to mine. 

Orebodies are often exploited from sur-
face using low-cost open pit mining, but 
as the orebody continues deeper, waste 
stripping becomes excessive and under-
ground mining is considered. The transi-
tion from open pit to underground is chal-
lenging. 

Many factors, such as the shape and size 
of the orebody, rock mass characteristics, 
geological structure, economics, under-
ground mining methods, environmental 
constraints, and management of water, 
surface infrastructure and impact on local 
communities need to be considered. 

The decision to leave a crown pillar to 
prevent pit slope failure and subsidence 
or remove the crown and manage the fail-
ure impacts needs to be made at the very 
beginning. This decision also significantly 
affects the design of the access to the un-
derground operation, which in turn affects 
the timing and cost of the transition. Rock 
engineering plays a major role in all de-
cisions. 

Among the underground mining methods 
available, block caving is often favoured 
wherever it is feasible, as its cost-effec-
tiveness makes it possible to mine even 

Increasing complexity raises bar 
for rock engineering 

By WILLIAM JOUGHIN, ED SAUNDERS 
& DIANE WALKER*

W low-grade deposits economically. How-
ever, it does require higher capital costs, 
including intensive upfront investigation 
and analysis. While some other methods 
provide opportunities to learn lessons as 
mining progresses, block caving is less 
forgiving – the correct strategies must be 
adopted from the start.

All this points towards the growing impor-
tance of rock engineering design and the 
various technical inputs that contribute to 
this complex field. This applies not only 
from an economic perspective, but equal-
ly from the point of view of health and 
safety as well as operational risk. More 
geologically disturbed environments 
present a higher safety risk, requiring 
greater engineering effort to execute the 
mine plan. 

A comprehensive, integrated approach 
using a multi-disciplinary team is required, 
taking into account geological, geotechni-
cal, structural and hydrogeological data. 
The interpretation of structures and rock 
mass is vital to anticipating hazardous 
conditions and can be incorporated into 
the mining strategies we recommend. The 
significant impact of water on the stability 
of pit slopes and underground excava-
tions, especially in shallower operations, 
highlights the role of the hydrogeologist.

Various methods of analysis are available. 
Complex numerical modelling can assist 
in quantifying failure mechanisms, for 
instance, while a quantitative risk evalu-
ation approach can be used to estimate 
the impact of slope failure on a mine’s net 
present value. 

The quality of the analysis is, of course, 
only as good as the quality of the data. 
The tools at our disposal to gather the 

necessary data are constantly improving. 
SRK makes the most of existing data to 
focus engineering works from an early 
stage.

Incorporating new technologies improves 
our investigation methods into rock mass 
conditions and allows data collection to 
be conducted remotely where access 
is unsafe or inaccessible. Some remote 
tools are also proving useful during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, when it is difficult 
to travel and to gain access to mine sites. 

LiDAR drone surveys have been em-
ployed to scan narrow-vein stopes before 
backfilling, for example. Bathymetric and 
three-dimensional sonar surveys have 
even been taken in a mine closed over 
50 years ago, improving the spatial un-
derstanding of the mine workings them-
selves, as well as the quality of the rock 
mass and the stability of the excavation. 
The data and analysis must lead to a 
practical solution, and here there is no 
substitute for experience. At the end of a 
complex analysis, the experienced engi-
neer must understand the risks that have 
been quantified and mitigate these in a 
safe and cost-effective strategy. 

SRK can match the most appropriate 
team from its global network of consult-
ing practices with the project deposit and 
operating conditions, including structural 
geologists, hydrogeologists and numeri-
cal modellers. 

*William Joughin is the Chairman and 
Corporate Consultant of Rock Engi-
neering at SRK,  Ed Saunders, Principal 
Consultant - Mining Rock Mechanics 
at SRK and Diane Walker is Principal 
(Geotechnical Engineering at SRK.
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     hether it’s agricultural 
    machinery, construction 
    equipment, or municipal 
vehicles, intelligent sensors are indis-
pensable throughout the mobile machine 
market. Accurately recording paths and 
angles is an integral component of intel-
ligent operating concepts and functions. 
These functions improve not only the 
convenience, but also the safety of mo-
bile machines. 

Using intelligent sensors also increases 
the performance and efficiency of mobile 
machines, allowing repetitive work pro-
cesses to be automated and therefore 
relieving machine operators at the same 
time.

 Since most motion sequences for mobile 
machines employ hydraulic cylinders, one 
of the most important measurement tasks 
for sensor technology is precisely deter-
mining the stroke of the cylinder to enable 
measurement and monitoring of the mo-
tions to be carried out. No wonder, then, 
that both machine and sensor manufac-
turers are always looking for new innova-
tions in stroke measurement for hydraulic 
cylinders.

Instrotech is offering SIKO and unique 
SGH10, a measuring system for direct 
stroke measurement in hydraulic cylin-
ders. This specialised, integrated and in-
novative measurement solution is based 
on customer feedback and many years 
experience in path measurement technol-
ogy. 

The cylinder stroke is measured precisely 
using Bowden cable sensor technology 
installed directly in the cylinder. The high 
quality plug ensures the system fulfills 
protection class IP69K. 

Technologically speaking, the innovative 
SGH10 cylinder stroke measuring system 
pursues an entirely different technological 
approach than measuring systems com-
monly found in the markets, which are 
based on magneto-restrictive, inductive, 
or hall based technology. 

In contrast to these systems, a Bowden 
cable mechanism installed directly in the 
cylinder is used to measure the stroke. 
The cable of the Bowden cable mecha-

New stroke measurement innovation for 
hydraulic cylinders hits market

W nism is mounted in the piston head. If the 
cylinder is extended, the cable, which is 
wound up in a cable drum, is pulled out. 

The rotation of the cable drum that is 
thereby created is detected without con-
tact by the sensor electronics and used 
to calculate the linear travel. This makes 
it possible to detect the position of the 
cylinder precisely and completely at all 
times. The magnets that are used to de-
tect the rotation are scanned by the elec-
tronics through the pressure-resistant 
base plate of the SGH10. 

The electronics are fully encapsulated 
on the unpressurized side of the system. 
This means the entire measuring system 
is built into the cylinder and is optimally 
protected from external environmental 
conditions. This provides a clear advan-
tage: in contrast to a measuring system 
mounted externally on the cylinder, the 
sensor system cannot be influenced or 
damaged by loose parts or by environ-
mental influences.

Another revolutionary aspect is the reduc-
tion of costs for integrating the system 
into the cylinder. This is because in previ-
ous measuring systems, the sensor rods 
had to be integrated into the piston over 
the entire measuring path; this often re-
quired long and highly precise bore holes 
in the piston. This is not only expensive, 
but also weakens the structure of the pis-
ton. 

In the SGH10 stroke measuring system, 
just one small thread is needed in the 
piston to mount the cable. This allows 
the system to offer major potential cost 
savings, which affects production times 
and, ultimately, overall costs for hydraulic 
cylinders. 

Another highlight is that, in contrast to the 
alternative measuring systems described, 
the SGH measuring technology can even 
be used in telescopic cylinders. It pro-
vides design engineers with entirely new 
options when developing forward-think-
ing assistance systems and supplemental 
functions in mobile machines.
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Working At Heights – Karams and Norco’s 
Comprehensive Solution

   orking at a height poses 
   significant challenges to 
   workers in many industries. It 
is estimated that dozens of deaths occur 
daily when people fall from a height. 

Use of the right personal protective 
equipment that not only meets but ex-
ceeds safety standards is of paramount 
importance.  Karam Africa’s products not 
only comply with the world Safety Stan-
dards, but are certified to several Interna-
tional Standards like CE (European), ISI, 
ANSI (American), AS NZ (Australia, New 
Zealand), Singapore etc.

With more than 20 Years of knowledge 
and expertise in the world of Industrial 
Safety, and with a portfolio of more than 
2500 offerings, Karam Africa, in conjunc-
tion with our Mozambique Channel Part-
ner, NORCO, is perfectly poised to offer 
clients a complete solution for all their fall 
arrest and PPE needs. We specialise in 

W the field of Safety Harness & Belts, Hooks 
& Karabiners, Lanyards, Anchor Points, 
Horizontal Lifelines, Vertical Lifelines, 
Tripods & Winches, Rescue & Descent 
Equipment, Self-Retracting Lifelines, Pro-
tective Eyewear and Gloves. 

When entering the Mozambique market 
there was no doubt that Norco Mozam-
bique Lda was the perfect channel part-
ner for Karam’s range of high quality, 
world leading Fall Protection Equipment.

Since its inception in October 2000, 
Norco Mozambique Lda has grown to 
become one of the largest distributors 
of Personal Protective Equipment in Mo-
zambique, representing many well known 
international brands.  

Norco is focused on providing quality 
products and excellent service to all of 
their clients throughout the country.Offer-
ing you a full range of high quality, indus-

try leading working at heights solutions, 
let Karam and Norco keep you at the fore-
front of safety. 

Norco covers all areas of Mozambique 
through its offices in Maputo, Matola and 
Tete in conjunction with a selected base 
of country wide resellers they can offer 
you the products to keep your project 
running smoothly and most importantly 
keeping your staff safe.

For all your Working at Heights require-
ments, think Karam, think Norco. For 
more information Contact: Norco Mo-
zambique Lda

Head office:
Av Das FPLM No 1815
Maputo
Tel: 20 600 460/61/62
sales@norco.co.mz
safety@norco.co.mz
vendas.tete@norco.co.mz
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Norco Mozambique Lda head office: Av Das FPLM No 1815, Maputo        Tel: 20 600 460/61/62              Email: safety@norco.co.mz

WORLD LEADING
FALL PROTECTION EQUIPMENT

Keeping you at the forefront of

SAFETY
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Atlas Copco’s Power Technique delivers low 
cost of ownership solution 

 tlas Copco Power Technique’s 
 professional and comprehensive
 after-market service solutions 
help to optimise machine and equipment 
performance, boosting productivity and 
production for ultimate business profit-
ability.

“Our service solutions incorporate gen-
eral maintenance and repairs to all At-
las Copco mobile equipment including 
pumps, compressors and light towers,” 
said Business Line Manager for Power 
Technique’s Service Division, Douw van 
Schalkwyk.

 “Alongside complete and/or partial re-
building of portable equipment com-
ponents, our portfolio also extends to 
operator training focusing on general 
maintenance procedures.”   

“We understand how important low total 
cost of ownership (TCO) is for our cus-
tomers, irrespective of their application 
in sectors such as water well and explo-
ration drilling, mining, quarrying and con-
struction,” said Van Schalkwyk. 

“There really is only one way for cus-
tomers to achieve low TCO and that is 
by adopting regular service and mainte-
nance plans carried out by qualified Orig-
inal Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) tech-
nicians using OE parts.”

A Van Schalkwyk stresses that service qual-
ity is just as important as regular mainte-
nance i.e. who is performing the service 
and how is it being carried out. In terms of 
the ‘who’, Atlas Copco strongly advises 
customers to appoint only OEMs to ser-
vice their machines. 

As an OEM, Atlas Copco must follow 
global requirements and adhere to inter-
national rules and standards. 

“This compels us to create a pool of high-
ly trained, highly skilled product special-
ists who know the Atlas Copco products 
inside out. Using the correct tooling, our 
technicians take care of service, main-
tenance and repair work in the shortest 
possible time, helping to keep customers’ 
downtime to an absolute minimum.”

Addressing the ‘how’, Van Schalkwyk 
highlights the importance of following the 
OEM’s recommended service intervals 
and using only OE parts. 

“A preventative maintenance culture will 
help to reduce the risk of component fail-
ure and resultant unplanned, costly stop-
pages, subsequently increasing machine 
availability and extending life cycles.” 

Citing high pressure compressors as a 
good example of why OE parts are so 
important, Van Schalkwyk explains that 

sub-standard parts are known to fail un-
der high pressure and, in most cases, re-
sult in an internal fire. 

Moreover, in the event of a warranty is-
sue, the customer, having followed the 
OEM’s recommended service intervals, 
can depend on the OEM for an immediate 
response. 

“We, as the OEM, will carry the con-
sequential damages resulting from the 
failed part. On the contrary, failure to fol-
low OEM requirements will result in claims 
being declined, leaving the customer with 
down time and repair-related costs.”

 He adds that fully serviced units also 
fetch a better selling price.

Power Technique’s mobile equipment is 
used across the world in a wide variety of 
applications on sites that are sometimes 
located remotely. 

In a bid to place qualified technicians and 
OE parts close to customers, Atlas Cop-
co Power Technique has created a strate-
gic dealer network that stretches across 
South Africa as well as into neighbouring 
countries. 

“As our dealers are at the coal face, they 
are able to deliver rapid turn-around times 
in terms of service, repair and parts sup-
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ply, helping to minimise customer down-
time,” said Area Sales Manager, Roelf van 
Niekerk. 

“Our strategic dealer network also helps 
Power Technique to remain competitive in 
the pricing arena.”
 
Atlas Copco’s well-established dealer 
network, along with a substantial invest-
ment in digitalised systems, has enabled 
Power Technique to streamline its service 
personnel based at the Jet Park head of-
fice in Gauteng. 

Power Technique has developed several 
online platforms that enable customers, 
with the click of a button, to conveniently 
stay connected with their machines and 
equipment, access vital product informa-
tion and make online purchases 24/7. 

One of Atlas Copco’s corner stones is 
to find and develop stand-out talent 
amongst all employees. The advantage 
for Power Technique is the development 
of its own pool of top performers. 

In so doing, they are also adding value 
for their customers who ultimately benefit 
from best-in-class service and support. 

Oil & Fuel Analysis | Transformer Chemistry Services | Reliability Solutions

Condition Monitoring is at the
heart of machine reliability 

+258 85 792 7933
supportmz@wearcheck.co.mz
wearcheckafrica
WearCheck
www.wearcheck.co.mz

Scan for brochureScan for brochure

WearCheck, Africa's leading condition
monitoring company, is dedicated to saving
money for you, our customers. We analyse 
data from condition monitoring and
fluid analysis to schedule maintenance and
avoid unexpected machine failure.

Accurately predicting maintenance = saving 

you time and money.

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

WCk Advert Moz Sep 2.pdf   2   2021/09/16   12:23 PM

Commencing 2022, Power Technique 
proudly has three top performers: A fe-
male in the sales and marketing depart-
ment and two male apprentices. 
 
In line with the apprenticeship initiative, 
Power Technique provides hands-on 
training in-house while theoretical train-
ing is managed by Atlas Copco’s HR de-
partment in collaboration with an outside 
Merceta-approved company. 

The apprentices also follow the Nation-
al Technical training through one of the 
accredited schools, thus approximately 
a third of their time is divided between 
practical, school and technical training. 

The course is completed between 30 to 
36 months, depending on the individual’s 

technical skills levels. At the end of the 
programme, the participant writes a trade 
test at the national authority (Olifants-
fontein Trade Centre), and if successful, 
walks away with a minimum of a N3 Na-
tional Technical Certificate. 

Having identified a great opportunity 
within the drill rig sector, Power Technique 
has partnered with a European company 
to import after-market parts. Drill rig op-
erators run up long hours, subsequently 
consuming loads of parts. And when units 
go out of warranty, customers always look 
for a lower cost of ownership. 

The new partnership will put Power Tech-
nique in a position to assist these oper-
ators with an alternative and competitive 
source of approved parts. 
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Tel: +258 85 612 5555     www.equatormoz.com

 eavy plant and machinery 
 provider Equator Equipamentos 
 (EE) has expanded its product 
range in Mozambique to offer a compre-
hensive fleet of products for the region’s 
mining industry. The company is now ex-
clusive Mozambique representative for 
Hyundai Construction Equipment, HELI, 
Cummins Power Generation, Schwing 
Stetter and Fleetguard. 

‘There was a gap in the market for a high-
ly reliable, affordable range of excava-
tors and wheel loaders,’ explains Andre 
Dausse, General Manager at EE. ‘ We are 
therefore particularly excited by the addi-
tion of Hyundai Construction Equipment 
to our range.’

Despite the uncertainty surrounding the 
future of Vale’s Moatize mine, EE remains 

H positive about the industry’s long-term 
prospects. ‘The world class quality of 
Mozambique’s resources is undeniable,’ 
says Dausse. ‘The importance of Moatize 
to the country and the wider Tete region 
will see it operate for years to come, cre-
ating significant demand for reliable, af-
fordable machinery products, and service 
providers who can offer comprehensive 
after-sales support. Our focus is to keep 
our clients’ utilisation rates as high as 
possible so that they can focus on their 
core business.’ 

Hyundai Construction Equipment offers 
more than 100 excavator models, ranging 
from one tonne to 120 tonnes, with multi-
ple specialist attachments. Their versatile, 
robust wheel loaders can be tailored to 
handle different materials. Equator Equi-
pamentos provides full aftersales service 

and support for the entire Hyundai range. 
Genuine spare parts are quickly available 
from the EE warehouse in Matola and 
bases across Mozambique.

Equator Equipamentos is part of the META 
Group of companies, who operate con-
struction equipment and machinery deal-
erships across East and Southern Africa. 
META Group Chairman Andrew Fimister 
emphasises the importance of a wide 
range of products for tailoring solutions to 
the individual needs of each client. ‘Our 
relationship with HELI, China’s leading 
brand of forklift and handling equipment 
will be of huge value to our clients. Their 
wide range of ICE LPG and electric fork-
lifts, as well as reach stackers and empty 
container handlers, makes them an excel-
lent product for the Mozambican market 
that is both reliable and affordable.’ 

Equator Equipamentos continues its 
expansion in the Mozambican market

Phone: +258 847002643 | Email: info@specialized-transport.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/specializedtransport/

For more information visit us on:
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